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Foreword

The first step for initiating "Minerals Technical Criteria" project, is preparing a definition of regular terms
and concepts in mineral exploration, mining and mineral processing. Achieving uniform and standardized
mineral terms has been an objective of Iran's mining experts for a long times and now by the encouragement
of Management and Planning Organization and Ministry of Industries and Mines it is preceded.

The first stage was selection of regular and current mining terms from academic, technical books and
publications. Afterward the most appropriate comparable Persian terms from dictionaries and glossaries
were selected. A short definition of terms was prepared for the first time users in order to become
familiarized by the concepts. It is evident that the short explanation is for commencing and users should
refer to technical books for comprehensive explanation. It has been attempted to present the minimum
explanation and differences in explanatory content is due to nature of concepts and terms.

Topic of each term is presented in bracket in order to offer the implication of terms in different subjects of
exploration, mining and mineral processing.

These publications are presented in four volumes, from which the first three are dictionary of basic terms of
exploration, mining and mineral processing and the forth one is English-Persian and Persian-English
dictionary of all exploration, mining and mineral processing terms. The current publication is dedicated to
dictionary of basic exploration terms.
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